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DuPage Public Safety Communications, (DU-COMM) a consolidated Public Safcty 
9-1-1 center, located in Dupage County Illinois west of Chicago. has revicw~ctl [ l ie  
FCC's proposed docket and files the following comments. 

We oppose the use of unlicensed devices in the public safety frequency areas duc to 
the use of unlicensed devices creates a potential for serious interference to existing 
licensed operations especially the potential of causing harmful interrerencc 10  Police, 
Fire, and EMS services. 

As a unit  of local government, we serve twelve police and fifteen firc departments on 
twelve 470-512 Mhz frequencies that serve approximately 700,000 rcsidenls. Due to 
frequency congestion in  the Chicago arca, many Police agcncies i n  the DuPagc, Cook. 
Kane, and Ldkc Counties are licensed on the 470-5 I2  Mhr band. Since 01 I 1 .  thc 
importance of these departments to have clear channels fol. interopcrahility is criticallv 
I i iiijol X-L. 

A key problem with the proposal is that unlicensed use cannot easily bc confined to a 
particular geographic area. Thus, for example, an unlicensed devicc might be able to 
operate freely on channel 14 (470-476 MHz) in Arizona, but if moved to D u P a g  
County Illinois, could create serious interference to public safely and otliei. 1311~1 

mobile radio systems operating there. 



The Commission also inquires as to whether unlicensed devices could be designed to 
“hear” other signals and shut down if there is a potential for interferencc. This 
involves still-developing technology and does not provide the level of comfort needed 
to assure Public Safety Officials of the communications needed during man  made or 
natural disasters. 

Our technical staff spends one week out of every three months to track and I-cincdiak 
interference problems to DU-COMM’s licensed frequencies. Upon request, we assist 
other Public safety agencies in Suburban Chicago with interference issues. Due to the 
portability of unlicensed devices, detection and tracking could prove extremely 
difficult . 

DU-COMM holds the following licenses on the 470-5 12 Mhz bands, WPTK582, 
WPUV475, and KZA347. 

Due to the growth of the suburban Chicago metropolitan area, additional frequencies 
will be needed in the near future. The newly authorized 750Mhz public safety band 
falls within the 614-806 Mhz “TV band” and under this proposal the potential for 
serious interference to new licensees and state wide trunking systems is great. The 
State of Illinois is in the process of building the “STARCOM 21” 800 Mhz network 
and will integrate 750 Mhz channels. DU-COMM along with the City of Chicago and 
State of Illinois are working with the Region 54 coordinator on channel band plan for 
the 750 Mhz band. 

In summary DU-COMM opposes the use ofunlicensed devices in the two “tv bands” 
since i t  is a major licensed user in the 470-512 Mhz band in DuPage County and plans 
future operations on 750 Mhz in the 614-806 Mhz band. 
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